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mentary government was forced upon the Crown, but
worked in a manner peculiar to Spain. The civil
governor of every province was instructed to inform
the population submitted to his charge that every vote
given to an opposition candidate would be requited
by a rigorous exaction of taxes. Since in Spain every
one is in arrears with his taxes this threat was generally
sufficient to secure the desired object; but some
districts were notoriously recalcitrant, and here a more
drastic method, known as the Partido dc la porra
was employed with gratifying results. A party of
ministerial hirelings, armed with bludgeons, assaults
the inmates of an opposition quarter. An outcry is
raised, the magistrate intervenes ; the recalcitrant
voters are taken into custody, detained until the
election is over, and then released without a stain upon
their characters. By these means a Cortes is obtained
of which almost every member is a nominal supporter
of the Government, and were the party system under-
stood in Spain as it is in England, were Spanish
politicians grouped together upon some common and
established ground of principle, an energetic ministry
might thus be secured in a perpetuity of office. But
party government in the true sense of the term did not,
and does not, exist in Spain. The members of the
Cortes act for the most part for their owrn interest.
They expect favours from the Government, and when
they do not get them, they lay their heads together
to procure its overthrow. A country cannot make
steadfast progress when its affairs are in the hands of
eloquent orators and military adventurers, and when
the true spirit of constitutional government is thus
persistently violated. An enlightened monarchy
might have helped Spain to traverse a difficult period ;